
Research Assistant: Raise the Age Court Watch Project 

About:  

Youth Represent’s mission is to ensure that youth affected by the criminal justice system are afforded 

every opportunity to reclaim lives of dignity, self-fulfillment, and engagement in their communities. We 

provide comprehensive legal representation, community support, education, and policy advocacy.  

Background:  

When New York’s Raise the Age law went into effect in October of 2017, it ended a long and shameful 

era when New York was one of only two states in the country that automatically charged every 16 or 17-

year-old arrested as an adult.  While Raise the Age is an important step forward, there are many 

questions about how the law will work in practice.  The Raise the Age Court Watch Project will answer 

these questions using participatory research methods including court observation, public data analysis, 
and focus groups.   

This is a two-year project.  Each year there will be an intensive six-month period of court watch and 

surveys, followed by six months of data analysis, reporting, and revisions to survey tools.  The outcome 

of the research will be to lift up positive outcomes of Raise the Age and to identify areas where more 
advocacy for change is needed.   

Position Description:  

We are hiring six part-time Research Assistants to observe Family Court and Youth Parts in adult criminal 

court.  Research Assistants will work closely with researchers from the CUNY Public Science Project and 

will be supervised by a doctoral student with support from the project’s faculty director.  Court 

observation will occur in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Queens.  Not only will Research Assistants 

collect data through court observation, they will also participate in the process of data review, analysis, 

and public reporting.  In Year 2 of the two-year project, they will assist with focus groups and interviews 
of young people impacted by Raise the Age and their family members. 

Primary Responsibilities: 

 Maintain a regular schedule of one to two days per week of court observation in the Bronx, 

Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan during the intensive court watch periods 

 Complete weekly data entry to ensure all data from court observation is captured 

 Participate in regular data analysis meetings 

 Help find creative ways to share publicly what we are learning from data 

 Recruit youth and family members for focus groups (Year 2)  

 Organize and assist with running focus groups (Year 2)  

Qualifications / Training:  

 Direct experience with the criminal or youth justice system is strongly preferred.   

 Must be able to interact with people from diverse backgrounds, including court staff, judges, 

attorneys, court involved youth, and family members.   

 Must be detail oriented and able to work in a fast-paced court environment.   



 Prior experience as a researcher is not required, but successful applicants must be interested in 

learning about research methods and legal systems.   

 We will provide initial training and ongoing support on topics including the Raise the Age law, 

the court system, and data collection.   

Hours and Compensation:  

This research internship will be paid by stipend.  Stipend amounts will vary by schedule, based on a rate 

of $15 per hour.   

During the six months of intensive court watching, Research Assistants will work 10 – 20 hours per week.  
More occasional hours will be available during the six months of data analysis and reporting.   

To Apply: 

If interested, please e-mail a cover letter and resume to Resumes@YouthRepresent.org with the 

subject line “Research Assistant – [your last name]”. Please combine all materials into one 

document in either Word or PDF format. This is a part-time, hourly position.   

Youth Represent is an equal opportunity employer that considers all applications without regard to race, 

color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation or preference, religion, marital status, disability, 
veteran status, citizenship status, or any other characteristic protected by law. 


