
 

 
 

VICTORY: Raise the Age Legislation Passes the New York State Legislature 
 
 
Youth Represent started in 2007 with the mission of using the law to help young people overcome the 
stigma of criminal justice involvement.  From the day we opened our doors, we have been advocating 
for New York State to treat kids like kids and raise the age of adult prosecution from 16 to 18.  This 
weekend, Governor Cuomo and the New York State legislature took a critical step forward, passing 
legislation that will protect thousands of youth from the lifetime consequences of adult criminal 
prosecution and incarceration.  This legislation also creates for the first time an opportunity for tens 
of thousands of New Yorkers to have their criminal records sealed. 
 
We are proud to be part of the movement of young people, families, and advocates who demanded this 
change, and we congratulate the justice involved youth who have been at the forefront of the Raise the 
Age campaign.  We thank Governor Cuomo, Assembly Speaker Heastie and members of the Assembly, 
the Senate Majority, Minority and Independent Democratic Caucus, and the Black, Puerto Rican, 
Hispanic and Asian Caucus for their leadership.   
 
The new legislation directs that all 16 and 17 year olds be removed from adult county jails and that 
those who must be incarcerated be held in youth-specific facilities.  It changes the way criminal cases 
involving 16 and 17 year olds will be handled. All misdemeanors will now be heard in Family Court 
where records are kept confidential. Felony charges will begin in a newly established Youth Part of the 
criminal court, presided over by a Family Court judge.  Non-violent felony charges will be transferred 
automatically to Family Court unless the District Attorney can demonstrate extraordinary circumstances 
that justify retaining the case in the Youth Part of criminal court.  Violent felony charges will be subject 
to a three-part test to determine whether they are eligible for presumptive removal to Family Court.  
For youth who remain in adult court, judges will be directed to consider age when imposing a sentence 
of incarceration.  Juveniles convicted in the Youth Part of criminal court and sentenced to state prison 
will be incarcerated in an adolescent offender facility operated by the Department of Corrections and 
Community Supervision with programs provided by OCFS. 
 
While this legislation is a true victory, it leaves an enormous amount of work to be done.  Many 16 and 
17 year olds will still be tried in adult court, despite overwhelming evidence that their brains differ 
fundamentally from adult brains and repeated recognition by courts that those differences translate to 
reduced criminal culpability.  In the coming months Youth Represent will be monitoring the 
implementation of the new law, including transfers to family court, sentencing, and incarceration of 16 
and 17 year olds charged with felonies.  We will also continue to push for crucial changes to New York’s 
youthful offender statute that were left out of the final legislation, protections for older teenagers and 
young adults, and expansion of the new sealing provisions.  In partnership with our clients, Youth 
Represent will continue to work towards a justice system grounded in science, public safety, and 
fairness.   


